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DIALOGUE L 


Miniſter and one of his Pariſhioners. 


M. EAN AR MER, good morrow. I 
F 7 find you have been early up, and 

diligently employed : Your Cat- 
tle are fed, and your Servants at 
Work, 1 ſeeThri iving in the World 
is a Matter very near your Heart. 

P. Ay, Sir, all this is neceſſary. Meat and 
Cloaths muſt be provided; ; the Lord's Rent muſt 
be paid; and this requires much Care and Labour. 
A. 1 would by no means diſcourage your In- 

duſtry. It is your Duty to be not ſlothful in Buſi- 
neſs, But, you know, you have another Calling 
beſides Huſbandry : The Soul muſt be fed and 
cloathed too. : 

P. Doubtleſs the Soul ought to be minded in 

the firſt Place, for that is the chief Concern: But, 


2 1 hope 


(4] 


I hope, I do not neglect my Soul and the World 
to come : 1 ſhould be ſorry you ſhould think me 
ſo bad a Man: I believe you have no Reaſon—- 


H. No particular Reaſon to be ſuſpicious 1 


you rather than others. But when I look round 
and obſerve the general Unconcern about Salva- 
tion in which Men live, I am concerned for my 
Fellow-Mortals: And with reſpect to you of this 
Pariſh in particular, 1 think myſelf obliged to ad- 
moniſh you of your Danger, that you may not 
die before you have obtained Forgiveneſs of your 
Sins through Faith in Jesus CrransT, and an 
1nheritance among them that are ſanttificd. 

F. Lord! Sir, why ſhould you entertain ſuch 
uncharitable T houghts of us? 

A. Do not ſo abuſe the Word Charity: It 
ſie niſies the fame” as Love. Now Love does n6t 
r quire that we think well of every body with or 
without Reaſon, but that we with and intend well 
to every body. If I gave myſelf no Trouble about 
you, that is, if I was utterly void of Charity, you 
would think me a very charitable Man. 

P. But I hope you do not condemn us all: 
Some of us indeed are wicked, ſwearing, drunken 
men; but we are not all ſo. You know yourſelf 
that I keep my Church, and come ſometimes to 
Sacrament, I never hurted any Man in my Life, 
and pay every Man his Due. 

M. And upon this you build your Hopes of 
Heaven ?—lf this is your Foundation, | muſt 
plainly tell you, it will leave you hopeleſs in the 
Day of Trial, Let us examaine it x5 th: Word 
of God, 


«You . 


[51] 
ee Fou never did any Hurt to any Man.” You 
mean, I ſuppoſe, you never robbed nor murder- 
ed any Perſon: I do not think you have; but {till 
you have committed much Sin, and done much 
Hurt, not only to others, but eſpecially to your 
own Soul, by great and numberleſs, nay daily 
Offences againft the holy Law of Gon. Nay 
you have broken every one of his Command- 
ments, : | 3 | 
15 Who could give you ſuch Account of 
me? 
M. You yourſelf, laſt Lord's Day, When 
von heard me repeat the Commandments, you 
made Anſwer after each of them, Lord, have 
 Atercy upon us, &c. Your calling for Mercy was 
plainly acknowledging yourſelf guilty. | 


P. I never committed {dvlatry, Murder, Adul- 


tery YT „ 3 
M. Ves, all of them. Have you never loved 
any worldly Thing more than God and his Fa- 
_ vour ? nor feared any Thing more than his Diſ- 
pleaſufe, ſo as to neglect a known Duty rather 


than drew upon yourſelf ſome temporal Incon- 


veniences? This was a Breach-of the Fiyſt Com- 
mandment. The Second commandment reſpects 


the Manner of expreſſmg the Devotion of the Heart; 


and therefore whatever in your Service has bech 
unbecoming, ſuch as wandering Thoughts, Care- 


teſſneſs and Irreverence, as well as zſing Images, 
is a Breach of this Commandment: So is alſo 
Neglect of Gop's. Service. And here you will 


not pretend, I ſuppoſe, to be Not guilty, Con- 


ſequently, your coming to Church and Sacrament 


in this manner deſerves rather to be reckoned 
1 = pong 
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among your Sins, than truſted to for Juſtification 
before Gop. But a few Minutes ago, in my 
Hearing, you took the Lord's Name in vain, uſin 
it needleſsly, and without an awful Senſe of His 
Majeſty, of whom you ſpake. You have done 
the ſame perhaps ten thouſand times in your Life: 
This is a Breach of the Third Commandment. 
Whenever you have neglected to attend on Gop's 
Worſhip on the Sabbath without a neceſſary Hin- 
drance, ſuffered worldly Thoughts to unfit you for 
God's Service, done worldly Buſineſs on that 
Day that might be done on another, and neglect- 
ed to devote the Whole to Gcp, by Reading 
Hearing, Prayer, Meditation, and uſeful Conver— 
ſation, —you have profaned the LorD's Day. 
The Subſtance of theſe Commandments is, Thou 
halt love the Loꝝ p thy Gob with all thy Heart : 
But you have come ſhort of this whenever you 
have not acted to the Glory of Gop. Now what 
think you of your Innocence with reſpect to the 
Duties of the Firſt able 


P. I cannot pretend to juſtify myſelf with re- 
ſpect to Gop; but I am ſure I have done no 
Hurt to Man. „ tool 
M. You' would not fay fo, if you underſtood 
the Spirituality and Extent of Gop's Command- 
ments, as explained by our LoRD in his Sermon 
on the Mount. There you find that Concupiſceuce 
in the Eye or Heart is eſteemed Adultery in the 
Sight of Gop; and cauſeleſs Anger, and eſpeci- 
ally injurious Language, is accounted a Degree of 
Murder And who can acquit himſelf of theſe ? 
Ba you take the ſame Method to underſtand the 
other Commandments, all Parts of your Beha- 
C | Hes SR 19355 7 bor ; 
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viour that are.unſuitable to the Station in which | 
Providence hath placed you, all {rreverence and 
proud Cenſuring of your Superiors, and all unkind 
and injurious .1 rearment of thoſe that are beneath 
you, will appear to be Breaches of the Fifth Com- 
mandment, All evil Speaking, raſh Cenſuring, 
ard repeating Stories, injurious to the Characters 
of others, are contary i the Ninth : And all 
Murmuring and Diſcontent, Envy and Greedingß, 
are Sins forbidden by the Tenth. 

F. Then it ſeems there is but one command- 
ment againſt which I have not ſinned. 

Ar It you rizhtly knew yourſelf and the Law 
of Go, you would not acquit yourſelf of that 
neither. Be not offended, I ipeak out of Love to 
your Soul. I do not think you a Thief or a Rob- 
ber: Yet, have you never concealed the Faults 
and bad Properties of what you ſold, when you 
knew that Ignorance of theſe Faults was the very 
Thing that induced the Perſon to buy ? Nav, 
have you not often recommended your Goods in 
ſuch general Terms, as were inconfiſtent with 
ſtrict Truth? Have you not cruelly taken Ad- 
vantage of the Neceſſity of a needy Seller, and 
beat down his Ware much below its real Value ? 
Theſe will certainly witneſs againſt you. 

P. Why, Sir, after this Rate you condemn all 
the World. According to your Account, there is 
not a good Man upon Earth. 85 

M. It is not my Account, bit the Sckiptute 
Account: There is none that doth Good, no not 


6 ene, Rom. iii. 12. 


Md J 9 * b 8 +» % 
oS 1 51 P | 
. 


ERR 


P. J am glad then you do not think me worſe 
than my Neighbours. I hope I ſhall do as well 
as others, for all are Sinners. 

MH. Therefore you think you need not be great- 
ly troubled, if you are ſo too; but hope to pals in 
the Crowd. Does not ſome ſuch Thought as 
that lurk at the Bottom? But what ſignify Num- 

bers with Gop, whoſe all-ſearching Eye no Man 
can lie concealed from, and whoſe Arm none 
can reſiſt or eſcape ? Had you lived in Sodom or 
the old World, the fame Thought might have 
lulled you aſleep in the prevailing Abominations, 
but would not fave you from the overflowing De- 
luge, nor the Streams of Fire. 3 
P. Aſter this Rate you damn all the World. 
M. Damn! What a Word is that? It ſigni- 
fies to adjudge to eternal Torments, to do which: 
belongeth only to the Righteous Judge. I would 
with all my Soul reſcue all Men from this Miſery. 
And with that View I now ſpeak plainly and faith 
fully to you, and agreebly to the Word of Gop. 
P. Who then can be faved ? Not you your- 
' ſelf, Pray, Sir, did you never fin? _ | 
M. Friend, be ferious. The Subject we are 
now upon is of the utmoſt Importance, I have 
- ſinned as well as you; I have greatly finned,. and 
my Sins have deſerved eternal Damnation: But 
Gop hath been pleaſed to awaken me to Re- 
pentance, he hath ſhewn me my Danger, and 
ſtitred me up to flee from the Wrath to come. He 
hath ſhewn me alſo the Way of eſcaping the Wa- 
ges of Sin, opened in the Bleſſed goſpel. The 
Fender of Salvation there made, I truſt, J have 


embraced, and obtained Forgiveneſs through Faith 
in JEsUs CHRIST. 


[ 9 ] 


P. I hope I have repented too: I am ſure, if 
I offend Gon, I am ſorry for it afterwards. And 


for Faith-—why, we are all Chr frians, n 


are we not? 

M. If your Repentance i is „ Fncere, and your 
Faith Ro and ſaving, your State is ſafe and 
happy. But many Perſons deccive themſelves by 
a dead Faith and imperfect Repentance, Are you 
willing to have the Sincerity of yours tried! 


P. 1 am; for, the Trial can do me no Hurt, 


If I am ſafe, it is well; if I am not, 1 hope it is 
not too late to amend. 


M. You ſay very right. Firſt, then, let us 


examine your Repentance. Now true Repentance 
implies a Senſe of Sin, its Odiouſneſs. und De- 


formity, a Hatred of it, a Humiliation and Self- 


loathing on Account of it, an actual Forſaking of 


. and a Turning to God by Newneſs of Life, 


1s your Repentance ſuch-as this ? = | 

. I hope it. is 

M. The Wages of Sin is Death, PRA Death. 
Do you think you deſerve this Death ? 

P.. As much as other Men, for all are Sinners: » 

But God is merciful. _ * 

AM. Do not now talk of other men. Do you 
A. B. think that you deſerve eternal Deatn? 
P. If God ſhould deal with me according to 
ſtrict Juſtice, I do : But, as I think God is mer- 
eiful, fo I hope I ſhall do well enough. 


A. I fear, your Notions of Gop's Mercy 


are ſuch as prevent true Repentance. You ſeem 


to have entertained Hopes of Mercy, without be- 
ing deeply ſenſible of your utter Miſery without 


if; to have e the healing Balſam, before 


you 


— 
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you were wounded. This is what the Almighty 
ſtiles healing the Wound of his People fligbtly. 


Now you feem in this Manner to have deceived: 


got You never ſaw yourſelf in a State of 


in and Death; you never ſaw Sin odious ; you 
were never greatly afraid of periſhing, nor ſaw 


that there was no Help or Strength in yourſelf; 


therefore you never fled to Him that is a Refuge 
From the Storm, And, if you never fled thus to 
Chriſt, as helpleſs and undone without him, it is 


plain that you are ſtill without any faving Intereſt 
in him. 


See how it was with thoſe Converts mentioned 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles: Peter's Hearers were 
pricted in their Heart, and ſaid, Men and Br 


thren, what ſhall we do? The Failor came tremb- 
ling, through à Senſe of his miſerable Condition 


before he was baptized, and received Forgiveneſs 


of Sins. Paul was ſtruck to the Ground. 


P. All theſe were Infidels. T was baptized in 


my Infancy, and bred up to know good Things, 
and always believed. 

M. Go does not deal with all exactly i in the 
ſame Way. But take heed you do not depend 


too much upon theſe Privileges. You were early 


| baptized 3 but ſearch your, Heart and Life. Have 
you not lived for a long time together as without 
God in the World? Inſtead of renouncing the 
World, and Fleſh, and Devil, have you not fol- 
Inwed and been led by them ? Have you not been 
led by the World in Judging of Things according 


to the Opinions of Men, in Oppoſition to the 


Word of Gop ? Have you not in many Things 


conformed to its Custom, antrat to the Com- 


mands 
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mands of Gop ? Have you not frequently obeyed 
your carnal Lufts and Inclinations, ſo as to violate 
frequently the pure Law of Gop, if not by actual 
Offences, - yet by iudulging evil Thoughts, and 
living in leſſer Sins without Concern ? And has 
not the Devil been for a conſiderable Time your 
Maſter, leading you to offend Gop by profaning 
his holy Name and holy Day ; and that for the 
ſake of ſuch a trifling Pleaſure, as plainly argues 
his Aſcendancy over you? And have you not 
continued ſtill in theſe Things with little or no 
Concern, hoping notwithſtanding that all would be 
well? Nay, is not this ſtill in ſome meaſure your 
Caſe ?—— I ſee you acknowledge it is. It is plain 
then your baptiſmal Vow and Covenant is broken; 
and there is an abſolute Neceſſity of turning unto | 
God, and beginning all anew. ' 
P. How muſt I begin anew? | 
M. By acknowledging that by your Departure 
from Gop you have brought yourſelf to a State 
of Sin and Mey; alienated from Gon, inclined 
to Evil, and therefore at Enmity with Gop in 
your Heart; that for theſe Things you deſerve 
his Wrath, and ſtand on the Brink of Ruin, co- 
vered with Guilt. 5 vhs 4 
FP. IL am willing to forſake all Sin, turn to Gop, 
and do better. Will that do? 
M. Theſe are good Reſolutions, but they do 
not ſeem to proceed from a right Principle. You 
would forſake Sin, and do better, I ſee, with 
ſome ſecret Dependence upon your Amendment 
and Doings, that. theſe will fit you for Accep- 
tance, and gain you an Intereſt ig @HRIST ; But 
EL | this 


f 12] 


this is a legal Spirit of Self-dependence, a going 
about to eſtabliſh your own. Righteouſneſs, When 
I ſee you acknowledge yourſelf /inful, vile, and 
baſe, and, like Fob, abhorring yourſelf ; when 1 
ſee you ſenſible that you are unworthy of the leaſt 
Mercy, and unable of yourſelf to do any good 


Thing; when I ſee you renouncing your beſt 


Deeds as defiled by Sin, caſting yourſelf before 


God as loſt and helpleſs, having no Hope in your- 


ſelf, but ſupported only by the Promiſe of Salva- 
tion made in IR SVS CHRIST; when this is not 
only the Language of the Tongue, but theſe Con- 
victions are deeply impreſſed on the Heart. —— 
When this is your Caſe, I ſhall think a real 
Work of Grace is begun in your Soul. 

P. Why, this is adviſing me to deſpair. 

M. Indeed I would have you deſpair of all 


Help from yourſelf, or on account of any thing 

you have done, or can do; for till then you will 
not ſufficiently value JEsVs CHRIST, nor fly to 
him as your only Saviour, who came to preach 


Deliverance to the Capt! 
 Braoken-hearted. | 


P. I believe all this may be neceſſary for a 


no tor ious Sinner, or an Heathen; but I have lived 


in ſome Fear of Gov, kept my Church, and al- 


* 


ways believed. 5 5 Go, 
M. ] doubt you never believed at all, properly 


ſpeaking: But of this I will talk more with you 


another Time. At preſent, it is plain, your Re- 
pentance has not been real. You never ſaw and 
felt your Danger, conſequently could never be ſo 


: deſirous of eſcaping it as is neceſſary. You al- 
WP 1 as ways 


1 


ves, and to bind up the 


1 
{ 
4 
] 
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ways flattered yourſelf with ſome Hopes that your 
State was ſafe, or certainly would be, when you 
lived a little better; which was at Bottom depend- 
ing on yourſelf, And with reſpect to the other 
Branches of Repentance, ſuch as forſaking Sins — 
It is evident to yourſelf you have lived without 
Concern in ſome leſſer habitual Sins; and, as for 
| turning to GoD, you were never ſenſible, that in 
the Streams of your Affections, and the general 
Courſe of your Life, you were turned from him. 
Indeed (though you ſeem not to know it) the 
- ruling Principle in you, and every natural Man, 
1s a Principle of Sin and Corruption, Inſtead of 
ſeeking to pleaſe Gop, you have all along been 
ſeaking to pleaſe yourſelf ; to procure ſome Gra- 
tification to corrupted Nature, ſuch as ſenſual] De- 
lights, Riches, worldly Eſteem, Eaſe, or the like. 
This hath been the acting Principle throughout 
your whole Conduct, inſtead of obeying that Com- 
mand, Do all to the Glory of GOD. Nay, if you 
ſearch narrowly, you will find in your Heart an 

Enmity againſt GOD, For fo ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Rom. viii. 7. The carnal Mind (and ſuch is every 
Man's by Nature) is Enmity againſt GOD. And 
this Emnity ſhews itſelf in oppoſing Gop's Will, 
by doing what He hath forbidden, and leaving 
undone what he hath commanded ; and alſo in 
flying from Gop as your Enemy, and endeavour- 
ing to hide yourſelf from him like Adam. Have 
you not paſſed Days and Weeks without one ſe- 
rious Thought of Gop, though you were all 
that time reCciving Mercies at his Hand? Have 

vyou not ban ſhed and ſuppreſſed ſuch Thoughts, 
when they have riſen in your Mind? Have you 
| 3 not 
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not fled from ſerious Thoughts of Go p and 
Eternity, as Enemies to your Peace, and drowned 
them into wordly Cares, vain Converſation, and 
idle Amuſements ? Have you not thus fled from 
Gor? You know you have. 

Hitherto (ſuffer me to be plain with you) you 
Have gone wrong and have been inſenſible of your 
Danger, deceived yourſelf, and ſpoken Peace to 
your Soul, when there was no Peace, Now con- 
ſider what you have heard from me, read your 
Bible, examine yourſelf, and pray unto Gop to 
give you a Senſe of your real State, and a right 
Judgment in all Things, 


- DIALOGUE 
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DIALOGUE II 


M. NN WAS in Hopes of ſeeing you be- 

* 7 X fore now, Farmer, that we might 

= N have an Opportunity of talking t to- 

N. gether again on the ſame i important 
Subject. 

P. Indeed, Sir, if I may make ſo bold, I muſt 
ſay I did not like what you ſaid ſo well, as to de- 
fire to hear any more of it. And I ſhould not 
have come to you now, had it not been for ſome- 
thing I heard in your Sermon Yeſterday. 

M. I like your honeſt Plaineſs very well, 
Neighbour, But what was it I oftended you 
in 7: 

P. 1 thought you bore too bard upon me, and 
I was afraid you would make me meclancholy, 

M. Do not you think that what I ſaid procced- 
ed from Love to your Soul ? 

P. I really believe it did. 

M. Do you think I ſaid any Thing that was not 


true? 


P. I did think ſo then. You ſeemed to judge 


too hardly of me, and to put we on a Level with 


the worſt of Men. But I am now convinced that 


what you ſaid was all true, 
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M. What has produced this Change of your 
Sentiments ? 

P, Your Yeſterday? 5 Sermon about the Day of 
Judgment. I have been very uneaſy ever fince 
{ heard it. For I am greatly afraid, that, if the 
Day of Ju dgment was now to come, it would find 
me unprepared. And then—the LoRD have Mer- 
cy upon my poor Soul! 

M. It would be too late then to cry and 


hope for Mercy. But what was it particularly 


that made you form ſuch a Judgment of your- 
felf * 

P. You ſhewed us, from the twenty- fifth Chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, that Judgment begins with a 
Separation of the Godly from the I icbed; and this 


Separation was owing to a Separation made in this 


Life, when the Righteous were taken from among 
the Wicked by leaving the Works and the So- 


ciety of the Ungodly, I was not ſenſible any ſuch 


Change had been wrought in me, and am there- 
fore afraid I am ſtill in the State of Sin, in which, 
you told us, all Men are by Nature. 

M. You have great Reaſon to be afraid. I 
told you that thoſe would be eſteemed Righteous 
on that Day, who had fled to the Lord JESUS 


| Crirsr for Righteouſneſs to juſtify them, and 


had been made holy by the Spirit of Gon, cre- 
ating in them a new Heart, and had evidenced 
tais Change by an holy Converſation through the 
remaining Part of their Life, how many or great 
ſoever their Sins had been: And that the //cz- 
ed were thoſe that had lived and died without 
Faith in CHRIST, and the Indwelling of God's 
Spirit, however orderly and decent their Conduct 
Was. : Ay 


[17 


P. Ay, that was it that terrified 212, Yeu told 
us that the moſt upright Man had committed Sins 
enow to condemn him, if he died without 
an Intereſt in CHRIST, and without being ac- 
cepted as righteous through him. But it this 
Mercy and Acceptance through Jesus CHRIST 
were obtained before Death, no Man's Sins 
would be remembered againſt him on that Day. 
And to prove this, you ſhewed us, that in the 
Proceedings of the laſt Day, as related by St. 
Matthew, no Sins of the Righteous are menti- 
tioned: by the Judge, nor any good Deeds of the 
Wicked. : NE 5 

M. The V icted, that is, they that lived and 
died without an humbling Senſe of their natural 
Corruption and actual Sins, ſo as never by Faith 
to fly for Refuge to Gop's Mercy in CHRIST, 
have, properly ſpeaking, no good Works to be 
mentioned, for all they do is from a wrong Prin- 
ciple ; either for ſelfiſſi and worldly Ends, or in 


order to be aceepted on aecount of their Doings; 


which is ſeeking Salvation by the Law of Morbs. 
On this Account. their Works are not regarded, 
being not done in Faith; that is, not proceeding 


ſrom an Union with CHRIST by Faith, «without 


zu hom wwe can do nothing acceptable in God's 


Sight, Fohn xv. 5. On the other hand, the Ri- 


teous being themſelves accepted through CHKIST, 
their Sins are not mentioned, becauſe long before 
_ forgiven and blotted out: And their imperfect Ser- 


vices being accepted through JEsus their High 
 Prieft, who bears the Iniquity of their holy Things, 
receive at the Hands of the bountiful Judge a 


Rewald of Grace, So that That which princi- 
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| pally diflinguiſhes the Godly from the Ungodly, 18 

that the one is accepted as righteous, and has ob- 
tained Forgiveneſs throught CHRIST, according 
to the New or Goſpel Covenant: The other, 
never being deeply fenſible of his finful loſt State 
(indeed too. proud to acknowledge it) hath not 
applied for the Mercy repreſented in the Goſpel, 
and ſo at the Day of Judgment ſtands on his 
own Bottom, without a Mediator, and with- 
out Forgiveneſs, and therefore muſt be con- 
demned. 

P. But then why are Works mentioned at all 

on that Day, as we find they are? 
M. | gave you two Reaſons for this. Fir/!, 
Becauſe though they are not the Ground of any 
Man's Acceptance, yet they ſhew a Man to be 
in a juſtified State; for we cannot bear the Fruit 
of Holineſs, unleſs we are in and abide in CHRIST, 
John xv. 4. And they that do not act righteouſly 
deceive themſelves, if they think themſelves righ- 

teous: So that good Works ſerve to diſtinguiſh 
Believers from Unbelievers, Secendly, Becauſe the 
different Degrees of Fruitfulneſs make a Differ- 
ence between the Godly themſelves, ſo that Gop 
is pleaſed graciouſly to confer upon them different 
Degrees of Glory. That any Man is at all ſaved 
is owing to his Faith in the Redeemer: His De- 
grce of Glory is propertioned to his Erultfulneſs 
and Diligence in the Vineyard. 
P. I always thought that we Chriftians were 
all Believers, one as much as another: And that 
at the Day of Judgment They would be reckoned 
' Godly that lived orderly and uprightly, among whom 
I reckened myſelf, and all that were better than 


I; 
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I; and that the Profane and Ungedly, and all that 


were ſecretly wicked and ill-deſigned, would be con- 
demned. Indeed I had always ſome Fears that I 
was not good enough „I did not know how great 
a Number would be acknowledged righteous; but 
I thought I ftood a better Chance than many, or 
moſt that I knew. 


M. You did not learn this from the Word of 


God. But what think you now ? | 
P. I fee that all depends upon my obtaining, 
whilſt on Earth, Mercy and Forgiveneſs of all 
that is paſt; and that not on account of an 
thing done by me, but thro' Faith in Jesvs 


CHRIST. But what that Faith is I know not: 
This I know, that I have been all along out of 


the Way. 

M. indeed I think you have; and it is high 
Time for you to awake, and ſeek the Lord in 
Earneſt, leſt He cut you off in the midft of your 
Sins, and appoint you your Portion where is I cep- 
ing, and Mailing, and Gnajhing of Teeth. 

P. Pray, Sir, tell me what I muſ? de to faves | ? 

M. What think you of your paſt Life? 


P. I ſee that I have been daily offending Gop 


by breaking his Commandments, and pleaſing 


myſelf, not im; and that now I ſtand under the 


Guilt of Thouſands of Sins, the leaſt of which 
were enough to condemn me. 

M. What think you of your good Deeds? 

P. I have none to think about. I ſee Sin in 
every thing I do. My Pride on account of my 
being not ſo bad as others, my M orlalineſs, my 
Vanity, and 1riffiing Spirit in Prayer and hearing 
Sermons, were enough to condemn me, if J had 
done nothing elſeQ. A 
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M. And what do you intend to do? | 
P. I will do better, I will ſtrive againſt Sin, 
I will pray. | 

A. But all theſe Duties, you ſay, have been 
heretofore mixed with Sin; how then do you 
hope they will make you accepted now? Or could 
you do theſe Things ever ſo well, all is your ne- 

ceſſary bounden Duty : The good Deeds you ſhall 
do, cannot make Amends for paſt Offences. On. 


all theſe Accounts, by the Deeds of the Law ſhall 
no Man living be juſtified, 


P. I fee no Way If ever there was a loſt 
Soul, I am he. What ſhall I do? 

M. Believe in the LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Acts xvi. 3t. This is the 
Terk of GOD, that ye believe on Him whom He 

hath ſent, John vi. 29. And by Him all that be- 
lieve are juſtified from all Things, Acts xiii. 39. 
Come, raked, ſnful, and belpleſs as ye are, to 
 Gop through/CHRIsT for Mercy. He is able 


to ſave to the uttcrmoft all. thoſe that come unto 


GOD through Him, ſeeing He hath died for them, 
and ever liveth to make Interce{ſion for them, Heb. 
vii. 25, He can waſh you from the Guilt of all 
your Sins, deſtory the Power and Dominion of 
Sin in you, ſanctiſ you throughly in Body, Soul, 
and Spirit, and preſent you to the Father without 
Spot or Blemiſh, : 

P. I have no manner of Doubt of CnrisT's 
Power to fave, for He is the Son of GOD. But 
I fear I am not a fit Perſon to be ſaved. 

M. In order to determine that, look into your 
Bible. There this Tender of Salvation is made; 
CHRIST JESUS came into the IWarld to ſave 


Sin- f 
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Sinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. Now what think you? 


Are you of the Number He came to ſave, or 


not? 

PH. But He will not, He does not ſave all Sin- 
ners. 

M. That is becauſe they will not come to him, 


to be ſaved, Of this He complains, Jobn v. 


40. Ye will not come to me, that ye may have Life. 

P, But I find certain conditions mentioned 
neceſſary to guahfy Men, which I fear I have 
not, It is ſaid, Repent, and believe the Goſpel ; 


and, He that belies th, and is 15 ed, ſhall be 


ſaved. 


M. If you are weary with the Burden of Sin, 


loath it, and earneſtly deſire to be ſaved from the 
guilt and pollution of it; — a true Repentance is 
begun in you. And if for this purpoſe you ap- 


ply unto CHRIST as held forth in the Goſpel, this 


is the Faith that ſaveth. And for Bapti/m—you 
are already baptized with Water; and if you are 
willing to renew and confirm your Baptiſmal 
Vow, come unto CHRIST, out of his Fulneſs to 
receive the inward and ſpiritual Grace, the Baptifm 
of Fire and of the Holy Ghojt: For he alone can 


give it. 


P, It i ſaid, Many hall ſeek to enter in, 100 


all not be able 1 ; and, Not every one that ſaith 
unto me, Lord | Led. / ſhall enter into the King- 


dem of Heaven. This makes me fear, and keep 
at a Diſtance. 
M. W hither then bs you intend to £0 ! 4 


P. I know no Place; for there is no other 


Name under Heaven whereby one may be ſaved. 


Then 
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MM. Then fly to CHRIST—— to eſcape the 
| Wages of Sin, the Curſe of the Law, and the 
Wrath of God: Fly to him for Pardon and 


Peace, Grace and Glory. And, if ſeeking to 


enter into the Kingdom is not enough, /{rive, 
If many that ſay, Lord! Lord ! fail; let this be 
the Language of your Heart and Life, as well as 
of the Tongue. Not that, after all, any Dili- 
gence and Strength of yours is the Thing that will 
gain Acceptance. But when Faith is zrue, lively, 
and ſaving, it will be attended with theſe and the 
like Works. 


P. This is what I fear, that my Faith is not 
true Faith, 

A. If your Faith is true Faith, you will have 
Confidence in. nothing in yourſelf, no Works or 
Strength of your own; but you will rely ſolely 
on GOD's Promiſe of Mercy made in CHRIST. 

A true faith will alſo in ſome Degree be lively, 
| ſhewing itſelf in a Zeal for GOD and Godlinels,. 
and a ſteady Warfare againſt Sin. And this will 
be alſo Javing : You: will be thereby ſaved not 
only from Guilt, but from the Power of Sin, and 
the Dominion of your Luſts; and this will give 
you a good Hope and Expectation, and by 
Degrees a firm. Perſuaſion, of being ſaved from 
Wrath in the great Day of the LOR D 
JES US. 

P. I cannot find I have this Faith; therefore 


dare not believe that GOD will forgive and re- 
ceive me. 


M. Then. come unto CHRIST, embrace 
and depend on GOD's Promiſes in him, that 
your Faith may grow up to this. For this Faith 

or ͤũ ] x? eln 
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itſelf is of the Operation of the Spirit of GOD, 
and therefore to be ſought of him by Pray er thro' 
the Mediation of JESUS CHRIST. | 

P. I dare not thus embrace the promiſes, come 
to and depend on CHRIST, for J am utterly un- 
worthy of the leaſt Mercy. 

H. When do you think Fo mal make your- 
ſelf worthy ? 

P. Never. 

AH. Then come to him juſt as you are, to be 
made worthy. _ 

P. May I dare thus to come to CHRIST, and 
depend upon him for Salvation? 
AM. Do not depend upon my Word, but hear 


the Word of GOD. He invites you to come: 


Ho ! every one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, 
Iſa. lv. 1. He commands you to come: This is 
his Commandment, that we ſhould believe on the 
Name of his Son FESUS CHRIST. He pro- 
miſes to receive thoſe that cone: Him that com- 
eth unto me I will in no wiſe caſt off, John vi. 37. 


He threatens if you do not come; He that beliveth 


not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
P. But to whom are theſe Words addreſſed? 
H. To you, to me, and to ever one that 


hears them : Preach the Goſpel to every Creature, 
Mark xvi. 15. They are addreſſed to thoſe in 
particular, that ſee their Want of Salvation, be- 


cauſe they alone will receive them. Come unto 
me, all ye that labour, and are heavy _— and 
I will give you Reſt, Matt, xi. 28. 

P. Theſe Arguments from Scripture ſtop m 
Mouth. But ſtill I eannot believe CHRIST will 
receive ſuch a Sinner as I am, 


This 
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MM. This is what I ſaid before: Faith is not of 
Man, but the Gift of GOD, wrought by the 
SPIRIT in them that hear the Goſpel. There- 
fore ſeek this and every other 0 of GOD 
by Prayer, in the Name of JESUS, And, to 
encourage you in this, conſider that GOD gave 
CHRIST tor this very Purpoſe, to ſave Sinners: 
For this He came into the World ; for this He 
laboured, wept, and bled; for this He reigns and 
intercedes in Heaven, He is ſo far from being 
unwilling to ſave, that He is offended with them, 
when they will not come to him to be ſaved. 
When he was upon Earth, He wept over Jeru- 
alem on this Account. 

P. I know not what to ſay. 

M. What do you intend to do? 

P. J am greatly afraid I ſhall never be ſaved. 
But I know there is no other Way but GOD's 


free Mercy in CHRIST. Therefore will I ſeek 


it as long as I live; and if I periſh, it ſhall be at 
the Foot of CHRIS T's Cros, calling for 
Mercy. 


M. Continue this reſolution, and all the pre- 


cious Promiſes in the Goſpel are your own. But 


take heed that you do not ſuffer theſe impreſſions 
te wear away, and ſo ſettle ina falſe Peace. Do 


not ſeek Reit any-where but in CHRIST. Be- 


ware, leſt worldly Cares or Pleaſures divert your 
Attention from the Things of GOD, and leſt Sin 


grieve the HOLY SPIRIT. Remember it is 


ſaid, Fa Man draw back, 1 Soul ROE have . ng 
lala in him. 
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P, xe SIR, 1 hope you will not be 
R offended at the Trouble I give 


* 8 MX you; But I want your Advice 
very much, _ 

XXX M. You need make no Com- 

pliments, Farmer, I ſhould be 
glad, if all the People in my Pariſh would give 
me the ſame Trouble you do, But what is the 
Matter ? 

P. I have been for ſome Time fo as I Was 
never in my Life before: I have been afraid 1 
ſhould be damned. This hath filled me with 
Thoughts and Fears Day and Night. You had 
no Need to caution me againſt the Danger of 
wordly Cares and Pleaſures : For, wherever I 
was, or whatever I have been doing, my Sins 
and Hell have been ſtil] before my Eyes. 
| AM. What have you thought of your Sins ? 
10 what Light have Breed appeared to you! ? 


Py 


c „ 
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P, Sins commited many Year ago have now 
riſen in my Mind, and condemned me. The 
Remembrance of the Sins of my Youth has fol- 
lowed me, as if commited but Yeſterday. And 
ſome hard Scriptures, that I have heard and read, 


ſeem to be Sentences of ny Condemnation. I 
believe J have thought an hundred Times of theſe 
Words: The Mages of Sin is Death. 
M. Haye you been looking into your Heart, 


and ſeen and lamented the Corruption there? 
P. I did not uſe to underſtand what you meant 


by looking into the Heart; but I think I do now. 


1 find in myſelf a ſtrong Inclination to many 


Sins, notwithſtanding that I am convinced in my 


Mind that I deſerve God's Wrath on account of 


complying with theſe Inclinations heretofore. 
Indeed it is much better with me now than it 


was. Formerly I have been led by my own. 
wicked Heart to delight in idle Company; to talk 
of myſelf in am empty vain Manner; to be greedy 


after the World ; to paſs ſlightly over, or entirely, 
neglect, Prayer and other Duties, as a tedious 
Burden; and to be guilty of other Sins. At 


preſent, I bleſs God, it is not ſo; but all 
my Thoughts are, in a manner, taken up | 
about the Care of my Soul, and the World to 
come. | . — 
M. I fear, you do not know your Heart as 


well as you imagine. You ſeem to think that 
all Things are already become new in you. But 


be not deceived : Such a Cage of unclean Birds, 


as the Heart of every Man is by Nature, is not 


ſo ſoon cleanſed from its various Luſts and vile 


Affections. Theſe, that ſeem to be rooted out, 
1 | 1 are 


2 * 


KS 


are only aſleep for a Seaſon ; Be watchful there- 
fore; they will one Day awake again. Some 


of them probably are only exchanged for others 
as bad and dangerous, ſuch as Pride, Preſumtion, 
and the like. | 5 EY 

P. Really, Sir, I have had ſome Fear of that. For 
you muſt know, that one Day I was thinking what 
a ſinful Wretch I was, and what would become of 
me in the next World ; when theſe Words came 
ſtrongly into my Mind: I will heal their Back- 
fiding, I will love them freely. 1 am ture they are 
ſomewhere in the Bible, but I cannot find them, 
However, they gave me much Comfort, and I 


have been very eaſy ever ſince. Now a Neigh- 
bour, that I have been talking with, tells me, 
* This is to be looked on as a Word from 


God,” and that I am henceforth to look on 


myſelf as a converted Man. But I fear-this would 


be Preſumption. Now what do you think of 


= 2 


M. J muſt defire ſome Time to reſolve this 


Queſtion ; ſeven Years, at leaſt, before I can 


give a poſitive Anſwer to it. 5 
The Words you mentioned are in the Prophet 
Heſea. xiv. 4. They were perhaps ſpoken more 


immediately of the Reſtoration of the captive 


Fews : But they contain a ſweet Promiſe perfectly 


in the Goſpel Strain, and are therefore free for 


every humble Soul to embrace by Faith, The 


Prophet you ſee at Verſe 1, 2, 3, exhorts the Peo- 


ple to Repentance and Humiliation for Sin: O 
Iſrael, return unto the LORD thy GOD ; for 
thou haſt fallen by Iniguity. Take with you Words 
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and turn to the LORD. Say unto him, Take 
away ell Iniguity, and receive us rracin fly — 
For in thee the Fatherlefs findeth Mercy. Now, 
as God hath given you a Senſe of your fful 
helpleſs State, and a Deſire of turning to him, 
like this which the Prophet here deſcribes as pre- 
paratory to an Anfwer of P eace, I hope the follow- 
wh Promiſe belongs to you: J will heal their 

Bi: ckſliding, 1 will Vue them freely ; for mine An- 
ger i turned away from him, Verſe 4. 1 hope 
too, that Comfort, which you found in applying 
the Promiſe to yourſelf by a particular Fai h, 
proceeded from the Spirit of God : In the fande 
Manner as I look on that Conviction of Sin, which 
filled you with Fear and Self fabaſement, when 
vou called to Mind your Sinfulnefs and God's 
Jadgment denounced againſt Sinners, to be the 
 V/nrk of the ſame Spirit. For it is He that 
: e the World of Sin and of Righteouſneſs. 
But this I muſt tell you: All theſe Feelings are to 
be 1uſpected, till we ſee what Fruit follows in the 
Hei and Life. For, though theſe are ſome- 
tines owing to the Spirit of God, and come well 
recommended, when, as in your Caſe, they are 
ſo cloſely. conmedted with the Word of God; 
et the Enemy of Seuls ſometimes imitates 
theſe ſenſible Experiences in order to deceive, 
And it is impoſſible to ſay how much our 
natural T' emper and OM may contribute there- 
tO. 


P. Pray, Sir, il me plainly, what you think 
of my State, 5 . 


Satan, 
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M. Satan, I tell you, ſometimes puts on the 
Appearance of an Angel of Light in order to de- 
ceive. Thoſe ſenſible Experiences ſometimes. 
vouchſafed by the Spirit of God, and impreſſions 
made on Mens Minds, of which Sort are what 
the Scriptures term Peace in believing, and 7 
in the Holy Ghoſt, theſe the Enemy ſometimes 
| imitates, and therbby deludes Hypocrites into 
ſpiritual Pride, and even the Godly ſometimes, 
ſo as to puff them up, and make them ſecure 
and careleſs, But there are two Tokens of Grace, 
which the Devil will not, cannot effect: Theſe 
are, an holy Heart, ſteadily hating Sin; and an 
holy Life, having reſpect to all God's Command- 
ments. Have theſe, and evidence the one by 
the other; and continue for ſome conſiderable 
Time thus to adorn your Profeſſion.— Then I 
ſhall not have the leaſt Doubt but you are in a 
State of Grace, | 
P. As far as I know my own Heart, I would 
not willingly offend God for the whole World. I 
love thoſe that ſeem to be his Servants, and 
would go upon my Hands and Knees to do them 
Good, or to make others like them. I love to 
hear his Word, to pray, -and to talk of good 
Things; and, T think, I could die with Pleaſure, 
ifit was his Wil. 
M. Very well. Theſe are good Nes But 
this is the Fervour of your fir/t Love. It will 
not always be ſo with you. So was it with the 
I faelites after paſſing the Red Sea, the Galations, 
and the Church of Epheſius. But each of theſe - 
grew colder afterwards : And the Prophet Fere- 
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30 
miah ii. 2. St. Paul, Gal. iv. 15. and our Lord, 


Rev. ii. 3. reprove them for it. : 

P. Sir, I believe you know my Danger better 
ro I do myſelf. Pray direct me what I ſhall 

0. 

M. Strive to make your calling and Election 
fure and evident both to yourleif and others, by 
bringing forth the Fr wits of Righteouſneſs in a a giod 
Converſation. 

My firſt Advice is, Be bumble, and walk hum- 
bly with thy God. Let the Remembrance of 
your paſt Life of Sin and Folly {till cover you 
with Shame. Recollect the many aggravating 
Circumſtances of a Life hitherto ſpent in Rebel- 
lon againſt God; during all which he daily 
| heaped | Mercies upon you and yours; giving Food 
and Raiment, Health and Strength; and continu— 
ed theſe Mercies to you, while you forgot the Hand 
.that gave them, and returned Evil for Good. He 
ſpared you in all your Provocations ; and at laſt 
opened your Eyes to ſee your Danger, ſtirred you 
up to avoid it, and now hath given you a good 
Hope through Grace of obtaining eternal Lie. 
'Thus compare together what God hath done and 
you deſerved, and thus learn Humility. Keep a 
watchful Eye alſo upon the Remains of indwel- 
Iing Sin ſtill in you. And let every ſinful Incli- 
nation, vain Thought, Backwardneſs to Duty. 
and Failure in it, teach you to be humble and 
fear. Thus, diſtruſting yourſelf, look up to God 
for continual Support, like an helpleſs little Child; 
expecting, through the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 

to be aſſiſled in every Time of Need. 


My 
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My next Advice is, Keep a conſcience void »f 
Offence, If you have wronged any Man be not 
aſhamed to acknowledge it; and according to 
your Power make Reſtitution : that the accurſed 
Thing may not cleave unto you. Take heed 
that you grieve not the Spirit of God by unholy 
Walking, leſt youprovete him to forfake you, To 
this End, watch over your Heart, repreſs its firſt 
Inclinations to Sin, and be watchful againſt Temp- 
tations from without; fixing your Eye eſpecially 
on the Sin with which you have heretofore been 
moſt eaſily beſet. If at any Time Sin prevail a- 
gainſt you, do not endeavour to forget it, or hide 
it in your Boſom : But go to God immediately; 
take Shame to yourſelt : plead the Goſpel Pro- 
miſes to returning Sinners, looking unto Jeſus 
Chriſt as your all-ſufficient Sacrifice, and Advocate 
with the Father; and never ceaſe wreſtling with 
God in Prayer, until he again ſpeak Peace to 
your troubled Soul, and fill you with a preater 
Fear of oftending him. OG 

As I hope you are now planted in God's Vine- 
yard, Be fruitful, Bear on your Heart a Senſe 
of Gop's Love to Sinners in JESUS CHRIST. 
Conſider in particular what Gop hath done for 
vou, in calling you out of Darkneſs into his mar- 
dellous Light. Remember how you lay faſt aſleep 
in Sin and fatal Security, when Gov awaked you 
to ſee your Danger and eſcape it. Think what 
would have been your Condition in Eternity, if 
| Gop had left you to yourſelf, Think how many 
ſtill go on in the ſame fatal Path in which you 
trod. And let the Senſe of Gop's diſtinguiſhing 
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Love to you excite you to ſome Return. Love 
him, becauſe he fir/t loved you. And let Love to 
your heavenly Father influence your Thoughts, 
and Words, and Actions. 5 . 
Let your Meditations of Gop be ſweet and 
frequent. Lift up your Heart to Him that feeth 
in ſecret, and trieth the Heart and Reins. Seek 
a cloſe Communion with the Father of your Spi- 
rit e And to this End endeavour to withdraw your 
Thoughts from worldly Things, and to raiſe your 
Affections from Earth to Heaven, to thoſe Things 
which are not ſeen but by the Eyes of Faith. 
That thus you may walk by Faith, guided by it. 
as the Eye of the Soul, and raiſed by it to Hea- 
CO On 3 fo as to love and delight iu 
. c 
Ignſtead of your former vain Converſation, hence- 
forth let you Tongue be employed to God's 
Glory; in ſpeaking Good of his Name; in Prayer 
and Praiſe to your great Benefactor; in telling 
others what He hath done for your Soul; in warn- 
ing Sinners of their Danger, and encouraging 
them that fear Gop to be bold and hearty in his 
Service, 5 
And let your Conduct in Life be ſuch as be- 
cometh the Goſpel, You are called to fight the 
good Fight of Faith, ſee that you faint not, nei- 
ther weary in well-diing, Shew that you are 
alive unto GOD by living unto GOD, by 4 — 
voting yourſelf to his Service, and by Diligence 


therein. Do ſomething for him that hath done 


ſo much for you. Be loving unto all Men, for 
they are the Work of Gop's Hands: Do Good 
NS - unto 
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unto all Men according to your Ability. Your 
Time and Strength, and every other Talent, are. 
given you to be improved, Jay them out in Acts 
of Charity and Love. Let your Heart be en- 
larged to all Men not excepting your Enemies : 
Let theſe have your Prayers and Forgiveneſs, and 
be ready to 9vercome Evil by Goad. 

See alſo that you ſhew the Power of Godlineſs 
in the conſcientious Diſcharge of Relative Duties. 
Be kindly affectionate and tender-hearted to all 
about you. To thoſe of your Family ſhew your- 
ſelf an Example of Gentleneſs, Love and Forbear- 
ance, Expreſs your Regard for their Souls 
as well as for their Bodies, by a deyout, ſerious 
Courſe of Family-Worſhip. Let thoſe of your 
Houſhold Acquaintance ſee that you have a 
new Heart by your leading a new Life, ſtudying 
in all Things to be conformed to the Will 4 
Word of Gop. Be ftrict and conſcientious in 
all your Dealings. Render to all their Dues, 
Tribute to whom Tribute, and Cuſtom to whom 
Cuſtom is due, as well as every other lawful 
Debt : not defrauding eicher the King or your 
Felow-Subjects, nor any wa; encouraging thoſe 
that do. . | 

Shew a particular Regard for them that are of 
the Ho: Hold of Faith, il] the ſincerely Godly, tor 
CuR:3T's Sike, For as all Men were orginally 
created after Gop's Image; in them is this mage 
in ſome Meaſure 1 ſtored. 1 hele therefore in a 
peculiar Manner belong to CHRIST, being waſhed 
from their Sins in his Blood, and ta: iCtificd by his 


Y Spirit. And to aillinate you to greater Diligence - 
in 
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in this Work and Labour of Love, view often 
with the Eyes of Faith the glorious Reward fet 
before you, the eternal Weight of Glory to be 
beſtowed on that Day when CHRIV f ſhall re- 
ward Acts of Mercy and Love, done i in his Name, 
as if done to himſelf. 

Quickened by this Principle and encourag- 
ed by this Proſpect, ſtrive to grow in Know- 
ledge, and Purity, and Faith, and Love, and 
| godly Fear: in Meekneſs, and every Chriſ- 
tain Grace. Study to promote Gop's Glory, 
the Welfare of all Men, and ſuch a Diſpo- 
fition in your own Soul, as may render you 
meet to be a Partaker of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, And, in order to promote this 
Work of Sanctificatien in you, wait for God's 
Blefling and Grace in a confcientious Uſe of the 
Ordinances, in Prayer public and private, hear- 
ing and reading Gop's Word; and confirm your 
Covenant with Gop at his Table. Thus may 
vou hope to be a fruitful Vine, and experience 
in your Soul thoſe Bleſſings, which the Prophet 
immediately adds to that Promiſe of free Mercy, 
in which or: have found fo much Conſolation, 


I Hoſea xiv. 5, 6, 7. I will be as the Dew unto 1/- 


rael: He ſhall } grow as the Lily, and caſt forth 


ll bis Roots as Lebanon; growing upwards by Faith 


and Love, and downwards by Humility. His 
| Branches ſhall ſpread ; and his. Beauty ſhall be as 
the Olive Toe, and his Smell as Lebanon. They 
that dwell under his Shadow hall return from all 
their Wanderings : The y ſhall revive as the Corn, 
nd ow as the Vine, The Scent (or Bloſſom) 
thereof 
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\phereoff. fhall-be as the Vine of Lebanon, beautiful, 
fruitful, and pleaſant in God's Sight. 

P. Sir, I thank you. I ſee a great Work be- 
fore me ; but, by, God's Help, I hope I ſhall 
be able to hold out to the End. 

M. You muſt expect many Difficulties and. 
much Oppoſition. The Way to Heaven is the 
Way of the Croſs, and through much Tribulation 
The World and Fl:þþ and Devil are ſtrong Ene- 
mies, and they are cloſely leagued together, 
Your own corrupt Nature will be always near to 
tempt, diſcourage, and draw you back; for this 
will ſtill be your Burden ; your greateſt Plague 
will be that of your own Heart. And, as ſoon 
as you appear to be going out of the broad Way, 
in which the Generality walk to Deſtruction, you 
muſt expect the World will be upon you. Not 
only the Careleſs and Profane will ſneer -and 
_ ridicule you, but the more decent Formaliſis alſo 
will be highly offended, They will ſay in their 

Hearts, as the Phariſees of old, In doing this, in 
going out of the common faſhionable Road, and 
pretending to uncommon Strictneſs, thou con- 
demneft us alſo. And theſe his two Allies, the 
World and the Fleſh, the Devil can manage with 
wonderful Skill, and ſometimes throw in ſome 
evil Thoughts himſelf. But be not diſcouraged : 
Gop is above all. Chriſt ever liveth is make In- 
terceſſiun for us, and to fave in every Difficulty 
thoſe that come unto God through him. Holy 
Angels will be employed as your Guardians; 
and all truly Godly will be your loving Bre- 
 thren and ready Friends, They that are for you, 

; arg 
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are More than they that are againſt you; Re” 
not your own Enemy, - and nothing can hurt 


you. However, Be not high-minded, but fear, 
Happy is the Man that feareth always. © EL 
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